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The Lewis & Clark Expedition
A KidStridersSM Walk Through History
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Try to cover the 3,700 miles of the Lewis and Clark Trail. First, learn more about Lewis and Clark’s original expedition.

When did the expedition start and what were some of the goals? President Thomas Jefferson sent Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to explore the American West. They departed on May 14, 1804 with a team of 45 men, a keelboat, two pirogues, and a dog. Some of the goals were to map the rivers, make friends with natives, open the West to trade, and look for a Northwest Passage (an easy water route from coast to coast).

What did they bring? Their supplies included scientific equipment, camping gear, clothing, weapons, and food. They also brought gifts to give to the Native Americans they would meet including 2 dozen pocket mirrors, 4,600 sewing needles, 130 rolls of tobacco, 8 brass kettles,  and 33 pounds of tiny beads of assorted colors.

What was their crew called? They were called the Corps of Discovery. They differed in background and rank, the youngest was 16 and the oldest 35. Also included was Seaman, Lewis’s pet 150-pound Newfoundland dog.

Who became another key member of the group?  Sacagawea, a member of the Shoshoni tribe who had been captured by Hidatsas. She served as an interpreter also helped them by digging roots and other types of foods, showing the men how to make leather clothes and moccasins, and saving important papers from a capsized canoe.

What did Lewis and Clark think about the animals they saw? They were blown away by the thousands of bison as well as the number of grizzly bears and salmon (these populations have greatly diminished, and some plant and animal species they saw have gone or are nearly extinct). By the way, Lewis was so intrigued by the black-tailed prairie dogs or "barking squirrels" as they called them, he shipped a live one to President Jefferson.

What were some of the Native American tribes Lewis and Clark encountered? The Corps of Discovery met nearly 50 Native American tribes. Some included: Arikarus, Blackfeet, Chinooks, Clatsops, Hidatsas, Mandans, Missouris, Nez Perces, Otos, Shoshones, Teton Sioux, Tillamooks, Walla Wallas, and Yankton Sioux.

When did the expedition finally reach the Pacific Ocean? November, 1805 passing through what became Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington

There’s plenty more to know. Check out our sources and find some more on your own:

www.nationalgeographic.com *  www.pbs.org *  www.nps.gov * www.sierraclub.org * www.scholastic.com
www.nationalgeographic.com
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