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Retrace the path of 1800s Pioneers who risked life and limb to settle the West. 

Their mission: The Manifest Destiny – to build a nation spanning the North American Continent.
· When was the Oregon Trail originally used? Joel Walker is credited as the first settler to make the complete trip with a family, in 1840. The first mass migration occurred in 1843 when approximately 1000 pioneers made the journey at one time. The continued to be used until 1869 by which time there were over 500,000 people who made the long, hard and dangerous trip.

· How long of a journey was it? It was a 2,170 mile route from Missouri to Oregon and California (the main trunk covers approximately 1930 miles. It usually took 4-6 months by wagon traveling 15 miles a day whereas the only other route to the west, by sea, took a full year This land later to become six U.S. States: Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming, Idaho, and Oregon.  
· How did they travel? In covered wagons pulled by mule and oxen. Some went all the way to Oregon to farm and others went to California to search for gold. At first they used Conestoga wagons which were the standard wagons used in the Eastern U.S. at that time. The trail was not kind to these big wagons as they had a reputation for killing their oxen teams approximately two thirds along the trail and leaving their unfortunate owners stranded in desolate, isolated territory. The only solution was to abandon all belongings and continue onward one foot with the supplies and tools that could be carried or dragged. 
· What was the solution? A new kind of wagon was quickly developed. It was called the Prairie Schooner. This wagon was approximately half the size of the big Conestoga wagons and was designed for the Oregon Trail's conditions. It was a marvel of engineering in its time. 
· How did they know where they were going? Pioneers on the Oregon Trail followed various rivers and used landmarks along the trail to guide their way and gauge their progress. Many rock formations became famous landmarks that Oregon Trail pioneers used to navigate as well as leave messages for pioneers following behind them. The first landmarks the pioneers encountered were in Western Nebraska, such as Court House Rock, Chimney Rock and Scotts Bluff (where they say wagon ruts can still be seen to this day).
· When did use of The Oregon Trail End? Once the first transcontinental railroad was completed in 1869, this trail was no longer used by long-distance travelers. (Imagine how much faster that was!)
There’s plenty more to know. Check out our sources and find some more on your own!

http://www.frontiertrails.com/oldwest/oregontrail.htm



http://www.blm.gov/or/oregontrail/history-basics.php
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